
LESSON 8

“THE LATTER RAIN”

COMING EVENTS OF

BIBLE PROPHECY

What are the conditions of the Latter Rain?
Not one of us will ever receive the seal of God while our characters have one spot or stain 
upon them. It is left with us to remedy the defects in our characters, to cleanse the soul 
temple of every defi lement. THEN the latter rain will fall upon us as the early rain fell upon 
the disciples on the Day of Pentecost. – {5T 214.2}

Acts 2:38, Acts 3:19 & Jeremiah 5:23-25

What is the Latter Rain perfecting?
Unless the early showers have done their work, the latter rain can bring no seed to 
perfection. - {TM 506.2} - Mark 4:38 & Luke 8:5-14

How do we gain the victory?
I saw that none could share the “refreshing” unless they obtain the victory over every 
besetment, over pride, selfi shness, love of the world, and over every wrong word and 
action. {EW 71.2}

They had obtained the victory... {Ew 270.4}

I saw some, with strong faith and agonizing cries, pleading with God. Their countenances 
were pale and marked with deep anxiety, expressive of their internal struggle. Firmness 
and great earnestness was expressed in their countenances; large drops of perspiration 
fell from their foreheads….Some, I saw, did not participate in this work of agonizing and 
pleading. They seemed indiff erent and careless. They were not resisting the darkness 
around them, and it shut them in like a thick cloud– {EW 269.1}

8. What saved Peter? _______________________________ Luke 22:31-32

I saw that many were neglecting the preparation so needful and were looking to the time 
of “refreshing” and the “latter rain” to fi t them to stand in the day of the Lord and to live in 
His sight. Oh, how many I saw in the time of trouble without a shelter! They had neglected 
the needful preparation; therefore they could not receive the refreshing that all must 
have to fi t them to live in the sight of a holy God. {EW 71}

God leads His people on, step by step. He brings them up to diff erent points calculated 
to manifest what is in the heart. Some endure at one point, but fall off  at the next. At every 
advanced point the heart is tested and tried a little closer. If the professed people of God 
fi nd their hearts opposed to this straight work, it should convince them that they have a 
work to do to overcome, if they would not be spewed out of the mouth of the Lord. Said 
the angel: “God will bring His work closer and closer to test and prove every one of His 
people.” Some are willing to receive one point; but when God brings them to another 
testing point, they shrink from it and stand back, because they fi nd that it strikes directly at 
some cherished idol. Here they have opportunity to see what is in their hearts that shuts 
out Jesus. They prize something higher than the truth, and their hearts are not prepared 
to receive Jesus. Individuals are tested and proved a length of time to see if they will 
sacrifi ce their idols and heed the counsel of the True Witness. If any will not be purifi ed 
through obeying the truth, and overcome their selfi shness, their pride, and evil passions, 
the angels of God have the charge: “They are joined to their idols, let them alone,” and 
they pass on to their work, leaving these with their sinful traits unsubdued, to the control 
of evil angels. Those who come up to every point, and stand every test, and overcome, be 
the price what it may, have heeded the counsel of the True Witness, and they will receive 
the latter rain, and thus be fi tted for translation. 1T 187.1

1. What are the two kinds of Rain? _____________________________ _____________________________

2. What are the three things that the Bible say they produce? 

_____________________________ _____________________________ _____________________________

3. What are their symbolic meanings?    

   _____________________________ _____________________________ _____________________________

Deuteronomy 11:10-17, Joel 2:23-24

4. What is the purpose of the rains and when do they fall?

“Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain; so the Lord shall make bright clouds, 
and give them showers of rain.” “He will cause to come down for you the rain, the former 
rain, and the latter rain.” In the East the former rain falls at the sowing time. It is necessary 
in order that the seed may germinate. Under the infl uence of the fertilizing showers, the 
tender shoot springs up. The latter rain, falling near the close of the season, ripens the 
grain and prepares it for the sickle. {TM 506}

Early Rain ___________________________________________________________________________________

Latter Rain ______________________________________________________________________________________

5. How important are the rains? {Fill in the blank}

If we do not progress, if we do not place ourselves in an attitude to receive both the 
former and the latter rain, we shall _____________________ _______________ _________________ 
souls, and the responsibility will lie at our own door. – {TM 507.2}

info@treeofl ifeministries.org
www.treeofl ifeministries.org
404.624.6696



“THE Latter rain” - Page 2 “THE Latter rain” - Page 3

6. What does the rain represent? _______________ ________________ __________________________

The Lord employs these operations of nature to represent the work of the Holy Spirit. 
As the dew and the rain are given first to cause the seed to germinate, and then to ripen 
the harvest, so the Holy Spirit is given to carry forward, from one stage to another, the 
process of spiritual growth. The ripening of the grain represents the completion of the 
work of God’s grace in the soul. By the power of the Holy Spirit the moral image of God 
is to be perfected in the character. We are to be wholly transformed into the likeness of 
Christ. {TM 506.1}

Isaiah 44:3, Joel 23,28, Acts 2:16-18

Given Moderately - Joel 2:23

The outpouring of the Spirit in the days of the apostles was “the former rain,” and glorious 
was the result. But the latter rain will be more abundant. What is the promise to those 
living in these last days?  {8T 21.2}

These scenes are to be repeated, and with greater power. The outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit on the day of Pentecost was the former rain, but the latter rain will be more abundant. 
The Spirit awaits our demand and reception. Christ is again to be revealed in His fullness 
by the Holy Spirit’s power. {COL 121.1}

Order of Coming Events

Little Time of Trouble
Straight Testimony  Test /Shaking  Sealing  Latter Rain  Loud Cry 
     {Rev 3:14-22}     {Rev 13:15-17, Heb 12:27}       {Rev 7:1-8}     {James 5:7}       {Rev 18:1-4}

Great Time of Trouble
Close of Probation  7 Last Plagues  Jacobs Time of Trouble  Second Coming
     {Rev 22:11-12}  {Rev 15-16}             {Jer 30:7}                  {1 Thess 4:16-18}

As the third message swells to a loud cry, and as great power and glory attend the closing 
work, the faithful people of God will partake of that glory. It is the latter rain which revives 
and strengthens them to pass through the time of trouble. Their faces will shine with the 
glory of that light which attends the third angel. – {1T 353.3}

7. What is received by those who do not receive the latter rain?  

     _________________________________________________ Jeremiah 3:3

The Role of The Early Rain
The latter rain, ripening earth’s harvest, represents the spiritual grace that prepares the 
church for the coming of the Son of man. But unless the former rain has fallen, there 
will be no life; the green blade will not spring up. Unless the early showers have done 
their work, the latter rain can bring no seed to perfection. There is to be “first the blade, 
then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.” There must be a constant development 
of Christian virtue, a constant advancement in Christian experience. This we should seek 
with intensity of desire, that we may adorn the doctrine of Christ our Saviour. Many have in 
a great measure failed to receive the former rain. They have not obtained all the benefits 
that God has thus provided for them. They expect that the lack will be supplied by the 
latter rain. When the richest abundance of grace shall be bestowed, they intend to open 
their hearts to receive it. They are making a terrible mistake. The work that God has begun 

in the human heart in giving His light and knowledge must be continually going forward. 
Every individual must realize his own necessity. The heart must be emptied of every 
defilement and cleansed for the indwelling of the Spirit. It was by the confession and 
forsaking of sin, by earnest prayer and consecration of themselves to God, that the early 
disciples prepared for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. The 
same work, only in greater degree, must be done now. Then the human agent had only 
to ask for the blessing, and wait for the Lord to perfect the work concerning him. It is God 
who began the work, and He will finish His work, making man complete in Jesus Christ. 
But there must be no neglect of the grace represented by the former rain. Only those 
who are living up to the light they have will receive greater light. Unless we are daily 
advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian virtues, we shall not recognize the 
manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us, 
but we shall not discern or receive it. – {TM 506-507}

Where men also blinded to the Early Rain? Acts 2:12-13 & Amos 4:7

Will everyone recognize and be benefitted by the latter rain?
There is to be in the churches a wonderful manifestation of the power of God, but it will 
not move upon those who have not humbled themselves before the Lord, and opened 
the door of their heart by confession and repentance. In the manifestation of that power 
which lightens the earth with the glory of God, they will see only something which in 
their blindness they think dangerous, something which will arouse their fears, and they 
will brace themselves to resist it. Because the Lord does not work according to their 
expectations and ideal, they will oppose the work. “Why,” they say, “should we not know 
the Spirit of God, when we have been in the work so many years?” Because they did not 
respond to the warnings, the entreaties, of the messages of God, but persistently said, “I 
am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing.” – {Mar 219.2}

Matthew 16:1-4

Dangerous
The work for this time has certainly been a surprising work of various hindrances, owing 
to the false setting of matters before the minds of many of our people. That which is food 
to the churches is regarded as dangerous, and should not be given them. {CW31}

Type of John & Jesus
I was pointed back to the proclamation of the first advent of Christ. John was sent in the 
spirit and power of Elijah to prepare the way of Jesus. Those who rejected the testimony 
of John were not benefited by the teachings of Jesus. Their opposition to the message 
that foretold His coming placed them where they could not readily receive the strongest 
evidence that He was the Messiah. Satan led on those who rejected the message of John 
to go still farther, to reject and crucify Christ. In doing this they placed themselves where 
they could not receive the blessing on the day of Pentecost, which would have taught 
them the way into the heavenly sanctuary. – {EW 259.1}

The Role of the Latter Rain
At every meeting we attend our prayers should ascend, that at this very time God will 
impart warmth and moisture to our souls. As we seek God for the Holy Spirit, it will 
work in us meekness, humbleness of mind, a conscious dependence upon God for the 
perfecting latter rain.– {TM 508.2}     


