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11. Which other dispensation was founded through disappointment? ____________________

God designed to prove His people. His hand covered a mistake…The time of expectation 
passed, and Christ did not appear for the deliverance of His people. Those who with 
sincere faith and love had looked for their Saviour, experienced a bitter disappointment. 
Yet the purposes of God were being accomplished; He was testing the hearts of those 
who professed to be waiting for His appearing. {GC 373-374}  Rev 10:9-10, Heb 10:35-39

Was the door shut? Matt 25-7-10

I believe that probation is closed, that the door is shut, and that any time we can expect 
Jesus to come.”{The Advent Review, page 10} – Words of William Miller

I am still a believer in the shut-door theory but not in the sense in which we at fi rst 
employed the term or in which it is employed by my opponents. {1SM 63.2} 

“When she received her fi rst vision December, 1844, she and all the band in Portland, 
Maine, where her parents then resided, had given up the midnight cry and the shut door 
as being in the past. It was then that the Lord showed her, in vision, the error into which 
she and the band in Portland had fallen. She, then, related her vision to the band, and 
about sixty confessed their error and acknowledged their seventh month experience to 
be the work of God” {Word to the Little Flock, page 22}

I was shown in vision, and I still believe, that there was a shut door in 1844. All who saw 
the light of the fi rst and second angels’ messages and rejected that light, were left in 
darkness. And those who accepted it and received the Holy Spirit which attended the 
proclamation of the message from heaven, and who afterward renounced their faith and 
pronounced their experience a delusion, thereby rejected the Spirit of God, and it no 
longer pleaded with them. {1SM 63.9} 

12. Is there a link between the 10 virgins, the Philadelphia Church and the shut door? 
      ______________________________________________________________________________Rev 3:7-8

Here an open as well as a shut door is brought to view. At the termination of the 2300 
prophetic days in 1844, Christ changed his ministration from the holy to the most holy 
place. When, in the ministration of the earthly sanctuary, the high priest on the day of 
atonement entered the most holy place, the door of the holy place was closed, and the 
door of the most holy was opened. So, when Christ passed from the holy to the most holy 
of the heavenly sanctuary, the door, or ministration, of the former apartment was closed, 
and the door, or ministration, of the latter was opened. Christ had ended one part of his 
work as our intercessor, to enter upon another portion of the work; and he still presented 
his blood before the Father in behalf of sinners. “Behold,” he declares, “I have set before 
thee an open door, and no man can shut it.” {4SP 268.3} 

13. Which door was open and which door was shut? ______________________________________

What is the diff erence between the wise and foolish virgins? _____________________________
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DANGER IN IGNORANCE OF OUR PAST HISTORY—All should see the necessity of 
understanding the truth for themselves individually. We must understand the doctrines 
that have been studied out carefully and prayerfully. It has been revealed to me that there 
is among our people a great lack of knowledge in regard to the RISE AND PROGRESS of 
the THIRD ANGEL’S MESSAGE. {Ev 363.2}

As Christ sat looking upon the party that waited for the bridegroom, He told His disciples 
the story of the ten virgins, by their experience illustrating the experience of the church 
that shall live just before His second coming. {COL 406.2} 

I am often referred to the parable of the ten virgins, five of whom were wise, and five 
foolish. This parable has been and will be fulfilled to the very letter, for it has a special 
application to this time, and, like the third angel’s message, has been fulfilled and will 
continue to be present truth till the close of time. {The Review and Herald, August 19, 
1890}

1. Describe what the word THEN means in Matt 25:1? ____________________________
_______________________________________________________________ Matt 24:14-22, 29-30

{Matthew 24:14 shows us that it is linked with the everlasting gospel of the 3AM}

2. List The 4 Abomination of Desolations/Tribulations: a. __________________________________ 
b. ___________________________ c. ___________________________ d. ________________________________
{They all had to do with the Sabbath}

“Respecting the time when these definite signs should begin to be fulfilled, we read 
in Mark’s record of the same discourse, “Except that the Lord had shortened those 
days, no flesh should be saved,” and, “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall 
be darkened,” etc. Comparing these two records of the discourse, it is seen that these 
definite signs would begin to receive their fulfillment “in those days,” and “immediately 
after the tribulation.”…The days ended in 1798. The persecutions began to be checked 
about 1773, as previously stated; and the last act of public burning was in 1779. The first 
of these signs, then, would naturally be expected between the years 1779 and 1798. - 
Loughborough, J. N. “Last Day Tokens”.

3. What is significant about the following dates?

  538: _____________________________________________________________________________________
 1779: _____________________________________________________________________________________
 1780: _____________________________________________________________________________________
 1798: _____________________________________________________________________________________
 1833: _____________________________________________________________________________________

4. What else was taking place in 1833? _____________________________________________________

5. Give the symbolic meaning for each of the following in Matt 25:1-5 
 Virgins _________________________________________________ 1 Cor 1:1,11:2
 Lamp __________________________________________________ Psalm 119:105
 Bridegroom ____________________________________________ Matt 9:15
 Oil ______________________________________________________ 1 Sam 16:13
 Vessels _________________________________________________ 2 Tim 2:21

6. Fill in the missing words:

“Many are going directly contrary to the light which God has given to His people, because 
they _______ ________ ___________ ______ _____________ which contain the light and knowledge 
in cautions, reproofs, and warnings. {5T 681.1} 

The parable of the ten virgins of Matthew 25 also illustrates the experience of the 
Adventist people. In Matthew 24, in answer to the question of His disciples concerning 
the sign of His coming and of the end of the world, Christ had pointed out some of the 
most important events in the history of the world and of the church from His first to His 
second advent; namely, (1)the destruction of Jerusalem, (2)the great tribulation of the 
church under the pagan and papal persecutions, (3)the darkening of the sun and moon, 
(4)and the falling of the stars. After this He spoke of His coming in His kingdom, and 
related the parable describing the two classes of servants who look for His appearing. 
Chapter 25 opens with the words: “Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten 
virgins.” Here is brought to view the church living in the last days, the same that is pointed 
out in the close of chapter 24. IGC 393} 

7. When was the tarrying time?_________________________________________ Matt 25:5, Hab 2:2-3

The disappointed ones saw from the Scriptures that they were in the tarrying time, and 
that they must patiently wait the fulfillment of the vision. {EW 247}

8. Did the Bridegroom come? ___________________________________________Matt 25:6, Dan 7:13

Has Christ come in the sense spoken of in Matthew 25:10? I think He has. {The Advent 
Review, page 10.} – William Miller

The proclamation, “Behold, the Bridegroom cometh,” in the summer of 1844, led thousands 
to expect the immediate advent of the Lord. At the appointed time the Bridegroom came, 
not to the earth, as the people expected, but to the Ancient of Days in heaven, to the 
marriage, the reception of His kingdom…they are to understand His work, and to follow 
Him by faith as He goes in before God. It is in this sense that they are said to go in to the 
marriage. {GC 427.1}

9. Was the bridegroom’s coming unexpected?______________________________________ Mal 3:1

10. Where did the Bible say He would come to?___________________________________________

The coming of the Lord to His temple was sudden, unexpected, to His people. They were 
not looking for Him there. They expected Him to come to earth…{GC 424.3} 

Can a movement be built on disappointment? Luke 19:37-38

The experience of the disciples at the first advent of Christ had its counterpart in the 
experience of those who proclaimed His second advent. As the disciples preached, “The 
time is fulfilled, the kingdom of God is at hand,” so Miller and his associates proclaimed 
that the last prophetic period in the Bible was about to expire, that the judgment was 
at hand, and that the everlasting kingdom was to be ushered in. …The preaching of the 
disciples in regard to time was based on the seventy weeks of Daniel 9. The message 
given by Miller and his associates announced the termination of the 2300 days of Daniel 
8:14, of which the seventy weeks form a part. The preaching of each was based upon the 
fulfillment of a different portion of the same prophetic period. – {HF 218.1}


