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“God gives no one a message that it will be ten or twenty years before this earth’s history 
shall close. If it were forty or one hundred years, the Lord would not authorize anyone to 
proclaim it. He would not give any living being an excuse for delaying the preparation 
for His appearing. He would have no one say, as did the unfaithful servant, “My Lord 
delayeth his coming,” for this leads to reckless neglect of opportunities and privileges to 
prepare for that great day. Every soul who claims to be a servant of God is called to do 
His service as if every day might be the last... “ {CTr 346.2}

Why study Coming Events? Proverbs 22:3

1. What makes this man wise? 1. _____________________________  2. _____________________________

As we near the close of this world’s history, the prophecies relating to the last days 
especially demand our study. – {COL 133.2}

2. What was Christ’s first message? ____________________________________________ Mark 1:14-15 

The burden of Christ’s preaching was, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 
at hand; repent ye, and believe the gospel.” Thus the gospel message, as given by the 
Saviour Himself, was based on the prophecies. {DA 233.1}

Far more than we do, we need to understand the issues at stake in the conflict in which 
we are engaged. We need to understand more fully the value of the truths that God has 
given for this time and the danger of allowing our minds to be diverted from them by the 
great deceiver. – {8T 312.1}

3. What is the False Proverb? ______________________________________________{Ezekiel 12:21-28}

Five Misconceptions that leads to a False Proverb mentality

I. Church membership is your protection from being surprised by the last great day

4. What is Paul’s description in Romans 9:28,6? ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How many did Gideon’s army begin and end with? Begin: _________________  End: _________

What was the final qualification for Gideon’s army? _________________________________________ 

It is a solemn statement that I make to the church, that not one in twenty whose names 
are registered upon the church books are prepared to close their earthly history, and 
would be as verily without God and without hope in the world as the common sinner. 
They are professedly serving God, but they are more earnestly serving mammon....
The end is near, stealing upon us so stealthily, so imperceptibly, so noiselessly, like the 
muffled tread of the thief in the night, to surprise the sleepers off guard and unready. May 
the Lord grant to bring His Holy Spirit upon hearts that are now at ease, that they may no 
longer sleep as do others, but watch and be sober.— {ChS 41.2}

II. The latter rain will be so great that it will arouse us and prepare us for the advent

6. What was the response to the Early Rain? ___________________________________Acts 2:12-17

Not one of us will ever receive the seal of God while our characters have one spot or stain 
upon them. It is left with us to remedy the defects in our characters, to cleanse the soul 
temple of every defilement. Then the latter rain will fall upon us as the early rain fell upon 
the disciples on the Day of Pentecost. { 5T 214.2}

Unless we are daily advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian virtues, we 
shall not recognize the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling 
on hearts all around us, but we shall not discern or receive it. – {TM 507.1}

III. We think scriptures relating to being unprepared is for the Gentiles. – Luke 21:32-36

7. And take heed to __________________________, lest at any time ____________ hearts be   
 overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day   
 come upon ___________ unawares.  Luke 21:34

8. What characters Christ used to Illustrate His coming? ________ & ________Luke 17:26-30

The bright rays of the morning seemed to speak only prosperity and peace to the cities 
of the plain. The stir of active life began in the streets; men were going their various 
ways, intent on the business or the pleasures of the day. The sons-in-law of Lot were 
making merry at the fears and warnings of the weak-minded old man. Suddenly and 
unexpectedly as would be a thunder peal from an unclouded sky, the tempest broke.
{PP 162.2} 

What does this have to do with us? 

Come when it may, the day of God will come unawares to the ungodly. When life is 
going on in its unvarying round; when men are absorbed in pleasure, in business, in 
traffic, in money-making; when religious leaders are magnifying the world’s progress 
and enlightenment, and the people are lulled in a false security—then, as the midnight 
thief steals within the unguarded dwelling, so shall sudden destruction come upon the 
careless and ungodly. “ {GC 38.1} 

IV. The world is not chaotic enough as to the scriptural account

V. We think we have time because we have not seen things develop around us as we   
 anticipate. 

9. What is Paul’s description of the closing work on earth?____________________Romans 9:28

Let me tell you that the Lord will work in this last work in a manner very much out of the 
common order of things, and in a way that will be contrary to any human planning. {Ev 
118.1} 

Plagues and judgments are already falling upon the despisers of the grace of God. 
The calamities by land and sea, the unsettled state of society, the alarms of war, are 
portentous. They forecast approaching events of the greatest magnitude. The agencies 
of evil are combining their forces and consolidating. They are strengthening for the last 
great crisis. Great changes are soon to take place in our world, and the final movements 
will be rapid ones. {9T 11} 

Great pains should be taken to keep this subject before the people. The solemn fact is 
to be kept not only before the people of the world, but before our own churches also, 
that the day of the Lord will come suddenly, unexpectedly. The fearful warning of the 
prophecy is addressed to every soul. Let no one feel that he is secure from the danger 
of being surprised. Let no one’s interpretation of prophecy rob you of the conviction of 
the knowledge of events which show that this great event is near at hand. {FE 335.2}
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